X06	PRODUCERS
negation of the legitimate character of profit. The argu-
ment specially used has been that the services referred
to could be more economically provided if no third
person were allowed to intrude between producer and
consumer, whose interests do not coincide with those of
either, and whose interpretation of his part as inter-
mediary is inspired principally by his personal advantage.
Undoubtedly such efforts should not be considered as
attempts to abolish commerce as commerce—that is to
say, as a function or a method of organisation.
For the craftsman such a step is perhaps unnecessary,
since the producer is there in direct touch with the
consumer. In agriculture, such contact is rarely present,
although in order to attain it there have been advanced
different methods of direct selling by the agriculturist
to the large towns, as, for example, by parcel post. To
establish a direct link of this kind by eliminating the
functions of commerce would be a return to a state of
primitive economy. There have been, it is true, attempts
of this kind whose object was to make the economy of
the family the typical form of economic relations, but
the history of the origins of th£ co-operative movement
itself indicate a considerable number of failures in this
direction, phalansteres^ harmony settlements, etc.
In every economy based on a division of labour some
commercial function must exist and act through an
organisation. As the division of labour becomes more
widespread, the organisation of trade extends its ramifica-
tion. It resembles more and more a system of lateral and
central canals for the circulation of goods. 13iis system
may be divided*into two parts: in one part goods are
assembled, in the other they are distributed; between the
two, wholesale trade constitutes a junction canal.
But while goods are travelling from producer to con-
sumer, they pass through not only different canals, but
a considerable number of hands. It might indeed be
possible to reduce here and there the number of canals,
but the essential is to reduce the number of intervening
hands, to abolish altogether the introduction of alien

